
IMPORTANT DATESIMPORTANT DATESIMPORTANT DATES
7/29 Lunch and Learn with
Council On Aging  11am FH

8/1 Birthday Lunch Bunch 
The Turn, Port Orange
11:30am

Dear  Dr ive In  Church Fami ly ,  
     We are off ic ia l l y  smackdab in  the middle of  the “Dog Days  of  
Summer.”  Accord ing to  Wik ipedia ,  Dog Days  run f rom Ju ly  3  through 
August  1 1 .  That  phrase interests  me because I ’ ve  a lways  p ictured a 
dog pant ing in  the heat ,  t ry ing to  s tay  cool—and honest ly ,  that ’ s  how
 I  fee l  on many of  these F lor ida summer F lor ida days .  As  i t  tu rns  out ,  
the or ig in  of  the say ing has  l i t t le  to  do wi th  canines  and much more 
to  do wi th  the ancient  observat ion of  the s tar  S i r ius ,  of ten cal led 
the “Dog Star , ”  whose appearance coinc ided wi th  the hottest  days  of  the year .  

     St i l l ,  the image of  a  pant ing dog may not  be a bad one for  Chr i s t ians .  Summer has  a way
of  s lowing us  down.  The heat  can leave us  fee l ing dra ined,  and busy  schedules  can pu l l  us
away f rom the rout ines  that  he lp us  s tay  sp i r i tua l l y  grounded.  Yet  these are prec ise ly  the
seasons  when we are reminded of  our  need for  ref reshment .  The psa lmist  wr i tes ,  “As  the deer
pants  for  s t reams of  water ,  so  my sou l  pants  for  you ,  my God”  (Psa lm 42: 1 ) .  Even dur ing the
hottest  and bus iest  days ,  God cont inues  to  offer  l i v ing water ,  s t rength for  the journey ,  and
rest  for  weary  sou ls .  

     Speak ing of  ref reshment ,  here ’s  an ent ic ing act iv i ty  you can jo in  us  for—ai r  condi t ion ing
inc luded!  Coming up at  the end of  the month ,  on Wednesday ,  Ju ly  29 ,  we wi l l  host  a  Lunch ‘N
Learn wi th  the Counci l  on Aging.  The presentat ion wi l l  begin  at  1 1 :00a.m.  in  Fr iendsh ip Hal l ,
fo l lowed by a l ight  lunch.  P lease let  us  know you ’ re  coming by  s ign ing up on the back of  your
Church L i fe  Form or  in  the church app.  

     There are a lso severa l  opportun i t ies  to  serve and stay  connected wi th  others  in  our  church
fami ly :

Care Connect  i s  an informal  but  meaningfu l  way to  share Chr is t ’ s  love and
encouragement .  Part ic ipants  receive per iodic  emai l s  h igh l ight ing pastora l  care needs
with in  our  congregat ion ,  a long wi th  inv i tat ions  to  pray ,  send cards ,  and offer  support  when
appropr iate.  I f  th i s  min is t ry  sounds l i ke  someth ing that  might  be up your  a l ley ,  p lease
reach out  to  Rev.  Mel i ssa for  more informat ion.  
We are a lso a lways  look ing for  Worship Leaders  for  our  Sunday morn ing serv ices .  Worsh ip
Leaders  gu ide the opening port ion of  worsh ip ,  inc lud ing the Cal l  to  Worsh ip ,  Invocat ion
and Lord ’s  Prayer ,  and Scr ipture Reading.  A l l  mater ia ls  are prov ided,  and i t  i s  a  wonderfu l
way to  part ic ipate in  worsh ip leadersh ip whi le  he lp ing the congregat ion get  to  know you
better .  
Other  Sunday morn ing opportun i t ies  inc lude greeting  worsh ipers  at  the ent rances or  in
Fr iendsh ip Hal l  and ass is t ing wi th  the offer ing .  I f  you would l i ke  more informat ion ,  p lease
contact  the church off ice or  speak wi th  one of  our  Worsh ip Coordinators  on Sunday.        

                                                                                                                     -Pastor  Bob
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Thank you all who made it possible for me to go to camp. I had

such a great time being able to serve as a Counselor In Training

for Junior camp and attend Chi-Rho camp. It was a great

experience. My favorite activities from camp were planning worship

and doing crafts. My favorite memory from camp this year was the

campfire where we sat in a circle, sang songs, read spooky stories,

had s’mores and spent time all together. This was my 10th year at

camp and it is such a big part of my life. Camp is where I feel safe

and comfortable and make great memories. I am so thankful to be

able to go every year. From Landen

I  greatly appreciate the money and support you offered

to br ing me to high school CYF camp this year. I had a

lot of fun at camp and made the most memorable

memories this year. And none of that would’ve

happened without your generosity . Thank you so much

for making al l  that poss ib le . -Els ie Northrup

Bounce Back to School: Growing Something Beautiful Together
     When we made the hard decision not to hold VBS this year, we knew it would leave a space. What has grown in
that space is a beautiful partnership with the Domestic Abuse Council to create a Back to School celebration for
children and families living in the emergency shelter. Our congregation has already provided all the school supplies,
and several local businesses have stepped in to help make the day special.

Stroud’s BBQ is providing a kid‑friendly lunch
Daytona Toyota has sponsored the bounce house and face painter
Oceans Luxury Realty is hosting the Superhero Corner
Shores Department of Public Safety will be on site with a fire truck and patrol car for the kids to explore. 
The Little Sand Bar is bringing a hands‑on sand art station
Our own Jacquie Curtice is providing a face painting station

     We’re also offering an Emotional Health Station with simple parenting tools and calming strategies to support
wellness and resilience for both kids and caregivers.Together, we’re creating a safe, joyful experience for families
who need it most.

     We are making a final call for volunteers to help support stations such as the bounce house, lunch, the pop‑up
shop, and general flow indoors and outdoors. If you’d like to lend a hand, we would love to have you join us.
Thank you for helping this ministry bloom in ways we couldn’t have imagined. 
                                                                  With DEEP Gratitude, Rev. Melissa                     RevMelissa@driveinchurch.net

News you can use from your Associate PastorNews you can use from your Associate PastorNews you can use from your Associate Pastor
BY REV. MELISSA FRANTZ

Church,
     You were so incredibly generous
with your donations last year to
ensure all our kids went to camp
with that expense fully covered,
that we had enough leftover to
make it happen this year, too -
without even asking for it!
You’re a blessing in so many ways!

YYoouuvv’’ee  GGoott
Youv’e Got

MMaaiill!!Mail!
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	A Letter From The Senior Pastor
	Dear Drive In Church Family,       We are officially smackdab in the middle of the “Dog Days of  Summer.” According to Wikipedia, Dog Days run from July 3 through  August 11. That phrase interests me because I’ve always pictured a  dog panting in the heat, trying to stay cool—and honestly, that’s how  I feel on many of these Florida summer Florida days. As it turns out,  the origin of the saying has little to do with canines and much more  to do with the ancient observation of the star Sirius, often called  the “Dog Star,” whose appearance coincided with the hottest days of the year.
	Still, the image of a panting dog may not be a bad one for Christians. Summer has a way of slowing us down. The heat can leave us feeling drained, and busy schedules can pull us away from the routines that help us stay spiritually grounded. Yet these are precisely the seasons when we are reminded of our need for refreshment. The psalmist writes, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God” (Psalm 42:1). Even during the hottest and busiest days, God continues to offer living water, strength for the journey, and rest for weary souls.
	Speaking of refreshment, here’s an enticing activity you can join us for—air conditioning included! Coming up at the end of the month, on Wednesday, July 29, we will host a Lunch ‘N Learn with the Council on Aging. The presentation will begin at 11:00a.m. in Friendship Hall, followed by a light lunch. Please let us know you’re coming by signing up on the back of your Church Life Form or in the church app.
	There are also several opportunities to serve and stay connected with others in our church family:
	Care Connect is an informal but meaningful way to share Christ’s love and encouragement. Participants receive periodic emails highlighting pastoral care needs within our congregation, along with invitations to pray, send cards, and offer support when appropriate. If this ministry sounds like something that might be up your alley, please reach out to Rev. Melissa for more information.
	We are also always looking for Worship Leaders for our Sunday morning services. Worship Leaders guide the opening portion of worship, including the Call to Worship, Invocation and Lord’s Prayer, and Scripture Reading. All materials are provided, and it is a wonderful way to participate in worship leadership while helping the congregation get to know you better.
	Other Sunday morning opportunities include greeting worshipers at the entrances or in Friendship Hall and assisting with the offering. If you would like more information, please contact the church office or speak with one of our Worship Coordinators on Sunday.
	-Pastor Bob



