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A Letter From Our Senior Pastor syrev. sos kemp-sairp IMPORTANT DATES

Dear Church Family,

I’m having a hard time believing it’s already November, and yet my heart is
filled with gratitude for God’s many blessings, including you. For me, and | pray Caroling Party
for you too, Thanksgiving is more than a holiday—it’s a posture of the heart, an
invitation to pause, reflect, and give thanks for God’s abundant gifts in our lives.
In a world often marked by hurry and worry, the practice of thanksgiving 12/8 Drive Through
grounds us in the truth of God's goodness and faithfulness. Bethlehem

This season invites us to look around and notice the many ways we are Volunteer Meeting 6pm
blessed. Whether it’s the gift of family, the warmth of friendship, the provision
of daily needs, or the comfort of our faith community, God’s hand is evident in

12/6 Sunday School

every aspect of our lives. The psalmist reminds us, “Give thanks to the Lord, for 12/11-14
He is good; His love endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1) Let us make space to count  Drive Through Bethlehem
our blessings, both big and small, and thank God for His unwavering love. 6-8pm

Of course, the celebration of Thanksgiving moves quickly into preparation for
Christmas. This Advent Season, which begins with our worship gathering
November 30™, our theme will help prepare us for Christ’s birth by encouraging
us to “Awaken” our hearts and our lives to God’s promise of Hope, Peace, Joy
and Love.

And carrying the spirit of Thanksgiving into our Advent and Christmas
preparations, | want to share with you the good news that once again this year
we will be giving away 100% of our Christmas Eve Offering to help continue the | 12/20 Blue Christmas
good work of our partners in ministry in our community and region. The Worship Service
recipients include the Florida Disciples Regional Church, ReNew Recovery Café, 6:30pm in Chapel
HUM Port Orange Food Pantry, and our own Women’s Recovery Scholarship
Program. Each Sunday during Advent we’ll hear more about their good work and
the blessing of our partnership in the Good News we share together.

12/17 Board Meeting
6:30pm

12/24 Christmas Eve
Worship Service

In countless ways, | am deeply thankful for our church family. Your prayers, 6:30pm Music
service, and faith inspire me and strengthen our community. May we continue to 7pm Worship
grow as people of faith who overflow with thanksgiving, not only in November
but throughout the year.

With a grateful heart, 12/25 Office Closed

Rev. Bob



News you can UsefrOm ‘your Associate Pastor e revveussarrantz

Good Sunday, Church! We’ve made it to middle of November and now we shift our attention to the season of
Advent, which begins on Nov. 30th. We’ll have many opportunities that will help us experience and share the Hope,
Peace, Joy, and Love of Jesus Christ. Our Sunday school youth will do this by spending time with some of our
members singing Christmas carols with them on December 6! Drive Through Bethlehem is happening 12/11-14
from 6-8pm. Volunteers are needed each night so sign up today via our app, using the bulletin insert, or on our
website! Volunteer Character Training will be held Monday, December 8" @ 6pm in Friendship Hall. Volunteers
will also be needed the week of 12/8 beginning at 8am to help set up the scenes and again on 12/16 @ 8:30am to
pack them away.

Rev. Linda Kemp-Baird and | will be leading a Blue Christmas Worship Service in the Chapel on Saturday, 12/20
@ 6:30pm. This is a service which recognizes that the holidays aren’t necessarily bright and cheery for many people
and provides space for grief and loss that will conclude with the Hope of Jesus. It is open to anyone in the
community - so come and invite a friend, too!

Finally, Christmas Eve Worship Service is at 6:30pm with light refreshments in Friendship Hall afterwards. My
prayer for you is that you feel the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love of Jesus Christ as we prepare our hearts this Advent
season - and that you share it with those around you!
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What Is the Lectionary? Prayers & Squares Quilters Share Comfort with
The lectionary is a pre-selected collection of scriptural readings Volusia County Sheriff's Department
from the Bible that can be used for worship, study or other Last month the Prayers & Squares Quilters—
theological uses. We typically use the Revised Common Lectionary [itRilcc Mo (e LRIt el MR 1) o3 o Wi Wi s (WLNL Vs
which follows the liturgical year in a 3-year cycle and provides Building—presented another batch of quilts

scriptural recommendations that complement the current season of EETNA RS ANt RIS\ FRIRICA (I U R @I A A TS STk
the liturgical year.

Department, bringing their total to nearly 90
quilts. This time, they were invited to the Family
Resource Center on International Speedway
Boulevard, where staff shared how these
handmade gifts offer comfort to children facing
trauma, abuse, and family crisis. Each quilt is
labeled with love and hope, reminding recipients

Liturgical Seasons and Colors

Why does The colors of the lectionary are representative of the Liturgical
seasons of western Christianity. These seasons are Advent,
the color of Christmas, Ordinary Time (Time After Epiphany), Lent, Easter,
the cloth by Pentecost and Ordinary Time (Time After Pentecost). The
the liturgical year begins with Advent.
Each season is represented by a color:

communion they are not alone. The group includes members
. from the Drive-In Christian Church and
table UL L Christmas Ordinary beyond, gathering weekly to support one
change? . Pentecost another, learn new skills, and create quilts for

children and for church recovery ministries.
Newcomers are always welcome—no quilting
experience needed!  Arsicle submitted by Karen Jones

With Gratitude for Faithful Leadership
We give heartfelt thanks to all who have served on our
Church Board of Directors this year. Your steady
guidance, prayerful discernment, and commitment to
our shared mission have been a blessing to our
congregation. We also joyfully welcome those whose
terms will begin in the coming year, as affirmed in our
congregational meeting last week. Thank you for saying
yes to this call—your gifts and presence are deeply
valued as we look & listen for what God is up to next!




